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Having just finished my sophomore year at Indiana University, my experiences
and my education thus far have shown me many aspects of sustainability to-
day. Since | was a child, | have been curious about environmental topics, from
starting a composting bin for my family in 6t grade to interning with the Pub-
lic and Environmental Affairs Division of my hometown in California last sum-
mer.

Growing up in Silicon Valley, | was immersed in an atmosphere that craved in-
novation and advocated for positive change. The influence of Cupertino, Cali-
fornia, has inspired me to pursue a career in sustainability, a perfect fit for my
curiosity and passion for the environment. | believe that we are all stewards of
the environment and have the responsibility to care for and protect our planet.

As a global people, our current attitude towards the environment is setting us
up for dire consequences in the future and to be able to mitigate this problem
we must take a serious look at our impact and realize this is not a local prob-
lem, but a global opportunity.

Although my major lies within the School of Public and Environmental Affairs
at IU, I am heavily involved within student organizations in the Kelley School of
Business, where | plan to earn a certificate in business foundations. Viability of
sustainability is an ongoing deliberation between my peers of both schools;
my SPEA classmates tell me I've joined the dark side by wanting to work in the
private sector, while my business classmates devalue sustainability, and often
opt for more traditional jobs after graduation.

What my friends fail to do is ask for my take on the matter: the way | see it,
sustainability is not a trend or a buzzword, it is a strategy. Sustainability has
become all encompassing and a fixture of my daily life. From my stance be-
tween these two very distinct groups, | am determined to bridge the gap be-
tween my peers.
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Personally, | can understand both groups’ perspectives; | share many of their
goals and | see their good intentions. | see their differences in worldviews, and
the similarities in the way they envision the future. The sustainability gap is
the missing link — a final chain that could integrate both groups’ perspectives.

The goal is to challenge my peers to be open-minded and not debate, but truly
listen to one another. My classmates coming from the public perspective
should accept that at the end of the day businesses are bottom line driven, and
without a business case for sustainability it is difficult to initiate the kind of
change they seek. Business students should realize that sustainability parallels
their bottom line goals. By bridging the sustainability gap both the public and
private sector can benefit both in the short and long term.

A great example of sustainable business practices are LEED certified buildings;
not only do these structures save on operational costs, but also boost produc-
tivity and efficiency, and increase retention rates among employees by creat-
ing a better work environment. Companies are now seeing sustainability as an
opportunity rather than a cost, and these practices are positively impacting
their bottom line.

Regardless of your academic or professional background, or your personal
knowledge of the environment or business for that matter, you are probably
wondering how this affects you. How does one person make a difference?
How becoming involved will affect my future and the future of the people |
care about? How did my experiences inspire me to push myself and my peers
to get involved, get educated about sustainability, and become aware of this
amazing opportunity?

Sustainability is no longer just a fad, but becoming a standard business prac-
tice, which is where my generation steps in. We now carry the burden of tran-
sitioning sustainability from being superfluous to standard. With this idea in
mind, | challenge those in my generation to think critically about our futures,
what role we play, and how the actions we take today will inevitably change
the world we live in tomorrow.

Sustainability is all-encompassing and a part of our lives, so regardless of our
job titles, where we live, or who we interact with, every person will play a part
— can you bridge the gap?
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